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EXPRESS EXCLUSIVE
By PAUL HOPKINS Chief Investigative Reporter

AN inquiry has been held by
Vernons Pools into the advice
given to a major prize-winner
by financier David Holmes,
friend of Jeremy Thorpe.
Two of the firm’s executives
reported back to ‘directors at
Liverpool yesterday, and a spokes-
man said : “We are shocked and
concerned at what they have

discovered.”

Vernons’®’ concern centred on the
fact that it introduced the winner, a dis-
abled ex-miner, to Mr Holmes as its

then appointed representative on the
day he was handed a record summer
jackpot of £169,000.

As a result of the advice he subsequently
received the ex-miner, 47-year-old Terry
Gibbs;. claims to have lost more than
£100,000 in g carpet business.

The debts

Vernons’ investigators were further
alarmed by other facts. They learned—
THAT Mr Holmes suggested that the
winner could invest with a man Wwho
already had business debts.

THAT among those debts were loans
from & Manchester firm of merchant
bankers,
which Mr Holmes was then a director.
THAT the business man, John Le Mesurier,
was a long-standing friend of Mr Holmes.
THAT Mr Holmes on visits to the pools
winner’s home, allegedly tore up documents
relating to the business, saying they were
“of no further use.”
THAT the pools cheque was lodged with
the merchant bankers.
THAT the pools winner had been allowed
to ineur major losses and assume responsi-
bility for business debfs againsi the same
bank of which he had no prior knowledge.
Mr Le Mesurier, who had been running
the Pyle Discount Centre carpet warehouse
near Bridgend, Mid-Glamorgan, since 1973,

WHITEHALL ROCKED BY £200m SCANDAL: SEE PAGES 6 AND 7

Arbuthnot Chancery Trust, of

left the business shortly after a newspaper
named him as the alleged paymaster in the
Norman Scott murder “ contract ” affair.
Former airline pilot Andrew Newton
said he was hired for £5,000 by “a pro-
minent Liberal ” to kill Scott the man who
claims to have had a homosexual relation-
ship with former Liberal leader Mr Thorpe.
Mr Holmes, 46. a former honorary
deputy treasurer of the Liberal Party and
Mr Thorpe’s best man at his first marriage.
has strongly denied statements to the
police naming him as “the prominent
Liberal.” He has, however, admitted paying
£2,500 to Scott in return for documents.

Refusal

Yesterday the Daily Express requested
an interview with Mr Holmes in the pre-
sence of his London solicitors, D. J. Free-
man, in order to seek an explanation for
the claims made by Mr Gibbs. The solicitor
said : “Mr Holmes, on adv1ce is not pre-
pared to answer questions.”

Pools winner Mr Gibbs, who lives at
Blackmill, near Bridgend, said : “I didn’t
want all this to come out. You can see I
wasn’t much of a business man.

But, Mr Gibbs added : “Now I am in
control of the business and it is beginning
to look better. I'm beginning fo enjoy it.”

The full story:
Centre Pages
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Expressman Paul Hopkins flies to America for first

face-to-face talk with hideaway ex-MP Peter Bessell

I show
him a
letter
and

he says:
Pm
amazed

Paul Hopkins OCEANSIDE Tuesday

RUNAWAY Peter Bessell, the
former Liberal M.P., tonight
expressed astonishment over a

letter he once sent to Norman

Scott, the man who claimed he
had a sexual relationship with

Jeremy Thorpe.

The letter referred directly to
consultations Mr. Bessell had with
the Liberal leader regarding
allegations. y

Mr. Bessell ran away to start a new 1ife
two years ago and now lives in Oceanside,
a palmy village near San Diego.

I flew here to show him copies of the letters

he wrote to Scott, whos allgations have caused a
furore.

O COVER-UP
OR THORP

Exclusive : Profits row estate agent’s arrest

Police
hold £7m
land

deal man

Keep up
with all
the action

THE Winter Olympics start
today. The explosion of the
ski-jumpers . . . the sheer
guts of the downhlllers . . .
the grace and beauty of the
ice rink ... . all the action
will be captured by the
Dally Express.

Chris Hilton sels the scena
In Innsbruck on Page 15.

When you're walching on
the telly at home, you'll need
your Express fo tell you the
things the experts look for—
the skills that make a
clhan'lplon and TaLke your
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MR. THORPE

THE AMAZING
‘TRIAL’ OF

JEREMY THORPE

By John Warden and Paul Hopkins

THE extraordinary details
emerged last night of how
Jeremy Thorpe was put through
an ordeal no British political
leader has endured before.

And today the Liberal leader T
faces new questions about :—

@ A business partnership with former .
Liberal M.P. Peter Bessell, h T
@ Meetings Mr. Thorpe and Liberal M.P. NS
David Steel had in New York with Mr. L4
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An Express reconstruction of an ordeal that
no other British politician has had to endure

And now new
facts emerge

Women
in the
Express

Is the high
life
getting

too much
for
Margaret
Trudeau ?
First she
was
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